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one day, after the boys had been spending a day or two with their host, and had fished and hunted and enjoyed themselves to their hearts’ content, they were surprised to find that there was an indian at the door of the house. he had a bundle of furs with him, and was anxious to sell them to the old gentleman. he also wanted to sell him his canoe, as he was anxious to get away as soon as he possibly could. the day passed quietly, and at

nightfall the canoemen, after being furnished with a feast, prepared for their night's fishing. the war path was chosen as being the best for sport, and an hour before midnight the lines were cast into the river. the lines were long, and the boatmen knew that it was the last cast for the day, as the fish were apt to grow old in the course of the night. as the evening was dark, the night air was still, and as the boys lay on their buffalo robes in their
canoes, listening to the songs of the wild things around them, they fancied that they could distinguish the distant roar of the great sturgeon. the hour for the first cast of the night was reached, and, eagerly and eagerly, alec and frank stood ready to pull their lines in. but the first pull was unsuccessful. the point of the hook was firmly imbedded in the tough, thick hide of the fish, which seemed to give a slight but sensible resistance to the pull of
the line, and the canoe was kept from drifting away from the line, by the action of the other canoe on the other side. the next pull of the canoe was more successful, and the fish began to glide away on the bosom of the water. still the line was strong, and the boys pulled and pulled, until they began to fear that the sturgeon was getting too far away for them to spear. another pull, and the line was snibbed, and the sturgeon, not more than five

or six rods from the canoe, began to reel off with the speed of lightning. at this the boys leaped out of the canoe, and it was not long before they had struck the fish with the spear, and were cutting it up for their supper. alec had now an excellent opportunity to study the anatomy of the fish, and the use of the bone-engraver, to which he devoted himself with great interest and success.
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some of the indians had gathered about the strangers, feeling that they had lost friends in the tribe, who had gone away among the white people's cities. they remembered also, they said, how their grandfathers and fathers had been sent away from the “big water” to be reared among the white people. before that, they
were many miles up the lake in a beautiful valley where they found potatoes and other garden crops. although their lives had been changed, they were still in the forest and they wished their friends were there with them to talk with and enjoy the fish and game. the boys, of course, sympathised with these feelings, and

they were determined to learn the language of the country as fast as possible. they joined in all the games, and were in turn obliged to give satisfaction to those who had made their living by hunting and trapping. in the evening, after the men had prepared the skins for drying, and had brought in the game, the boys
would play around the campfire, telling stories in sign language. the hunters and trappers had a great time in showing their prowess with the rifle, as well as the skill and accuracy of the indian's arrow, which they shot with untiring zeal, though, perhaps, not with equal steadiness. he also had to contend with the fact that
the proud and warlike indians were generally not disposed to listen to these tales of woe which were continually being told them by the small white children who happened to be in the neighbourhood and were also intensely impressed by the sudden attacks made upon them by unknown enemies. the timid little outcasts
went running to their mothers, who invariably replied, with tearful eyes and ejaculations of fear, saying, as though the indians were already over the hill, as it were, so they must be afraid of the great bear; and that, indeed, their father was a warrior, and so they would be brave, and they would fight for their mothers and

sisters and brothers as well as for their own skins. 5ec8ef588b
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