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resistance to slavery has historically been interwoven with the civil rights struggle in the united
states. the first effort at a national boycott of slave-produced goods began in 1827, when
massachusetts became the first state to abolish slavery. boston's african american community, led
by william cooper nell, and the free black community in philadelphia, led by william still, carried out a
boycott of slave-produced goods, including cotton and sugar. the success of this boycott inspired a
national boycott in 1829, when a group of philadelphia quakers and other abolitionists issued a
declaration of principles, calling for the end of all slave-produced goods, and the boycott of
merchants who sold those goods. by the late 1820s, the fugitive slave law had become the primary
issue in the country's politics, and had brought about the rise of several important abolitionist
organizations. in 1827, a group of free blacks in new york city organized a secret society, called the
new york manumission society. the society's purpose was to disrupt slave auctions in new york city
by removing the auctioneer's key, which the abolitionists used to release the enslaved person who
had been sold. the society for the relief of free negroes unlawfully held in bondage in the state of
new-york (also known as the new york manumission society) was the first such organization in the
united states. the society was formed on the night of july 4, 1827, and the first group of its members
was arrested the next day. the society was composed of black and white members, and included
james fenimore cooper, who became a major figure in abolitionist circles, as well as nathaniel turner,
a former slave who was the leader of the revolt that is remembered as the turner riots.
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we have learned a lot from this sector over the last 25 years. for example, our main customer in
northern europe today is the largest bus operator in denmark, with more than 7,500 buses. thanks to
our experience, we can offer our customers more than 30 years of know-how, providing an array of
products and solutions that have proven their usefulness and reliability. our customers are now
looking to us to complete this transition to emission-free mobility by offering sustainable mobility
solutions, such as electric and hydrogen trains. our strategy to focus on emission-free mobility
solutions stretches back to 2014 and is definitely bearing fruit in europe today. our recent regional
train orders in germany, italy and france for both battery and hydrogen technologies confirm our
leading position in the sustainable mobility market. at the same time, we continue to bring our
coradia ilint to different countries: it has been successfully tested in germany, austria, the
netherlands, sweden, france and poland.this demonstrates that alstoms hydrogen technology is fully
adaptable to different countries, ready to answer the growing demand for green transportation. the
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movement's effectiveness increased dramatically in 1820, when the federal government passed the
fugitive slave law. at the time, about half of all americans agreed with the measure, which stated

that slaves who escaped to a free state and remained there for more than a year should be returned

to their masters. because of this law, the underground railroad was effectively rendered obsolete for

decades, until the rise of john brown. by all accounts, brown was a religious fanatic, a self-described

"theocrat", and a political opportunist; he was also a deeply religious man who felt that god was on
his side when he sought to free, by force if necessary, his african american slaves from bondage.
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