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Government has prohibited the export of weapons and ammunition to the four countries which have emerged as a
major centre for the export of weapons and ammunition and is providing them with respect to a reduced level for
a period of 5 years. In the consultation paper on Export Control Reform, published on March 23, the U.K.
government has outlined the rationale for the new measures and specifically refers to the reasons behind the
decisions to ban the export of arms to Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Egypt: Key message
- All four of these countries have been, and continue to be, significant sources of arms for use in conflict and in
non-state terrorist-affiliated activity. Egypt has been a source of military equipment, finance and support for
terrorist groups such as Hamas and Al-Qaeda and has been involved in support for terrorist operations elsewhere.
Further, it continues to conduct military operations against a weaker neighbour, the Gaza Strip, which is itself a
source of armed conflict and terrorist threat to its neighbours. It has also been a longstanding ally of the UK.
Pakistan has been a source of arms for terrorist groups, including the Taliban, Al-Qaeda and Tehrik-i-Taliban
Pakistan, and as a supporter of terrorist proxies in Afghanistan. Saudi Arabia has been a major source of weapons
for extremist groups such as Al-Qaeda, Islamic State and Lashkar-e-Taiba and continues to support Al-Qaeda and
other groups and individuals opposed to the legitimate territorial authority of the State of Israel. The UAE has
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been a significant supplier of armed support to terrorist groups and has provided funds and financial support to Al-
Qaeda, Taliban and other terrorist groups. In one of their overviews, the British government has also elaborated
that the purpose of this measure is to enable the U.K. to address the serious threats to British national security
posed by the continued supply of arms and ammunition to the four identified countries and to prevent their use by
such groups. In particular, the government seeks to address the following core concerns: Key message - the sales
are likely to encourage other countries and non-state actors to be selective about with whom they interact; Key
message - the four countries
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