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notorious figure in the
conspiracy to kill the king of
England, Thomas Randolph
was executed at the end of

the queen's reign. The
execution of Thomas

Randolph, who took part in
the plot to kill King James I
in 1605, was carried out

with a sword to the neck, as
Queen Elizabeth I had

ordered. The last, great
execution of a Scottish king,

as a result of a thwarted
plot, almost echoes the final
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moments of Scottish
national hero, James I. Both

men were blinded to
enhance their punishment.

Randolph was so called
because, as leader of the

Irish confederacy, he
commanded an Irish army

during the battle of
Neufchatel in France in

1588-89, and was captured
after the battle. At the time

of his capture he had
60,000 Irish soldiers under

his command. Randolph
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was convicted of plotting
with other Irish lords to kill
the King James I of England
in 1605, and sentenced to

death in 1606. The king was
on a visit to the Scottish
border in 1603 when he
ordered the execution of

Randolph, fearing he would
lead an invasion of England.
King James I, who had been
king of Scotland since the
death of his father, James
VI, in 1567, feared that his

son, Prince Henry,
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