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family and friends. But a new survey
has come out of São Paulo, Brazil and
found that only 2% of Brazilians have

a gay or lesbian friend and even
fewer have friends who are gay. But,

as if the pervasive homophobia
wasn't a huge enough burden, it was
learned that there are laws in Brazil
that criminalize "sodomy" – having
sex with anyone other than your

spouse – and "indecent conduct" –
being affectionate to someone of the
same sex. So, three out of four (75%)

of the people I know in Brazil don't
have any gay friends. And one of

them is me. And yeah, maybe I am a
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minority – when I went to a university
in Sao Paulo, I was the only American
student. So, it's a pretty big deal that
25% of the population of Brazil still

has this sort of opinion. But they are
not a big minority if you look at other
Latin American countries where anti-

gay measures are even more
draconian than in Brazil, as well as
Europe. The reason I say it is a big
deal is because the Brazilian gay

movement is an extremely important
part of the global fight for the

recognition of LGBT rights in every
country. Even when a country has

laws that officially outlaw LGBT rights
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– like the United States – the culture
is still very tolerant of LGBT people.
But if people within a country like
Brazil have this sort of mindset – if

they don't even have friends who are
gay – how much of a chance do LGBT
people have on the outside? If it was

legal to be gay in Brazil but gay
people were persecuted, and not

allowed to come out, it would be a
different story. But now 0cc13bf012
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