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Builds Robot to Record the Pain of Early Childhood Trauma The title of Sandra Savory's Ph.D. dissertation should be the most dreaded word in academia: "pain." To that end, Savory, a Fordham University student, built a robot to record the pain young children endure when they are undergoing early childhood trauma. She then used that information,
as well as her knowledge of the field of early childhood trauma and stress, to help children feel better, on their own. The robot, Savory says, is an embodiment of Kinaesthesia, a three-dimensional, human-like avatar that takes on the form of a baby. In the robot's head, scientists have embedded hardware that can measure and record what a child is

experiencing. With the help of the end-user, the child then can learn to interpret the information, and eventually may be able to visualize what they are experiencing so that they may feel better. The robot is more than just a toy for children. Although it is designed to help children heal from trauma by translating their own experience into a robot,
the goal is to eventually build a similar robot that can be used in a similar way for adults who are experiencing trauma. Eventually, the goal is to build a robot that can read a person's past experience, then encourage them to challenge those experiences. The hope is that the robot will give people a place to go for therapy that is cost-effective, that

is noninvasive and that will actually help them feel better. Not only can the robot help children heal from trauma, Savory says, it can also help teachers understand what their students are going through so that they
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