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me a copy of this book, it was a very long time since | had looked at an almanac. My impression of an almanac was not favourable. A book of advice, industry-wide, for farmers and gardeners, written by a man who must be getting on in years, and who seems to feel
that no one nowadays realizes the responsibilities of a farmer, a gardener, or a producer. His position is undoubtedly true; but some of the advice given is so unnecessary, so paternalistic, that | was glad to leave it to others. My point is, though, that | have no time to
waste in such books. | do not intend to be guided all through the year by Mr. Northrop; | look for plans of work with which | can very well experiment if | choose, | want to exercise my initiative to guide my own enterprise. There are a number of valuable hints here, but,
for a man of my outlook, there is one feature in the book which is new and unexpected, this being the lecture on Fascination. The author seems to think that the garden provides all the fascinations necessary to make life worth living. He thinks, therefore, that the
greatest goods a man can desire are things which may be obtained by converting every inch of garden, lawn, and lawn-plot into a pleasure-grove, and doing all things in such manner as to intensify the charm. This, if taken literally, is an idyllic picture of the garden.
But | do not think the author is out of his senses. Much of this is my own private interpretation, and | think | have to thank him for helping me to give it expression. Dr.
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