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activity of Clostridium difficile isolates from the National
Nosocomial Infections Surveillance System in 2000 and 2001.
To evaluate the in vitro activity of Clostridium difficile isolates
from the National Nosocomial Infections Surveillance (NNIS)
System and to characterize the activity of C. difficile in children.
Representative isolates of C. difficile collected from all 50 states
in 2000 and 2001 were sent to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention for testing by the disc diffusion method for
susceptibility to 14 antimicrobial agents. C. difficile was isolated
from 852 children admitted to hospitals in 2000 and from 1,116
children in 2001. C. difficile was isolated from the stools of 41%
of children admitted to the hospital in 2000 and 43% in 2001.
All isolates were susceptible to vancomycin and metronidazole,
as well as all penicillins and quinolones. C. difficile was
moderately susceptible to ceftriaxone and azithromycin in 2000
(MIC90, 128 and >or=32, respectively) and 2001 (MIC90,
>or=32 and 16, respectively). C. difficile was highly susceptible
to erythromycin and tetracycline, moderately susceptible to
chloramphenicol, and resistant to clindamycin in both years.
The susceptibility of the NNIS isolates to several antimicrobial
agents was similar to that of the two previously characterized
collections. The finding of high levels of erythromycin and
tetracycline susceptibility among C. difficile isolates indicates
that exposure to these agents may be a risk factor for the
acquisition of this organism.The present invention relates to
computing and, more particularly, to programming for a general
purpose computing system. A major class of computer programs
are used to direct the operation of digital electronic



components, such as microprocessors, video encoders, and the
like. This class of computer programs is commonly called a
“firmware”, as it is often used to implement the software
instructions in a device's non-volatile storage. When used in
embedded applications, firmware programs are typically written
to execute on a particular piece of hardware, and a particular
program version 79a2804d6b
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