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Thank you for your interest in participating in The Best Communities for Music Education (BCME) survey program. The BCME Award program is a signature program of The NAMM
Foundation that recognizes and celebrates school districts and schools for their support and commitment to music education and efforts to assure access to music for all students as
part of a well-rounded education. New to this year's survey, is a special supplemental "more to start" survey to assess post-COVID access points for new music students. This is
especially important as communities across the nation address these challenges and opportunities. "When we sing or create music, we use all the parts of the brain: left, right, front, and
back. All these parts collaborate. That is very unique! Music is complex; that is, it uses so many aspects of a person's being." Hanne Deneire, composer. As a preface to this list, this is
simply our list of the best songs ever. Of course, you may have different favorite songs. Now, without further ado, here are the most famous songs and the most iconic songs of all time.
As the Head Editor and Writer at Music Grotto, Liam helps write and edit content produced from professional music/media journalists and other contributing writers. He works closely
with journalists and other staff to format and publish music content for the Music Grotto website. Liam is also the founding member of Music Grotto and is passionate in disseminating
editorial content to its readers. Being a music fan right now can feel like inhabiting a whole enormous, thriving, chaotic world that's embedded within a metaverse of other enormous,
thriving, chaotic worlds you didn't even know existed. Even for the most industrious listeners, the amount of music released every day (EVERY. DAY.) is overwhelming, no less so when
you attempt to look back over a whole calendar year. Who could keep up? But there's another way to consider the state of new music: Such abundance makes for a spectacular party.
Consider this your disco ball, a reflection on the year that revels in cacophony rather than trying to boil things down into a single authoritative point of view. Throughout December, this
page will illuminate the best music of 2022 a few glittering facets at a time. Below, you'll find essays, podcasts and other discussions on the ways we'll remember the year. Above, you'll
find links to our lists celebrating incredible songs and albums from the worlds of rock, R&B, hip-hop, classical, Latin, jazz, experimental and roots, folk and country. And of course, we'll
also share countdowns of our 50 favorite albums and 100 favorite songs of the year, across all genres and styles, made by more than 50 contributors to NPR Music and our partner
stations. Like we said: It's a party. It's no fun if things don't get a little messy. The songs and albums of the year from the unstable "roots music" category showed artists getting
personal even as they explored complex cultural lineages and challenged the rules of established scenes. Read the List It was a heart-pounding, dance-inducing, head-spinning year in
Latin music, from Bad Bunny's exponential rise to a relentless commitment from up and coming artists to play between genre lines. Read the List This year's most compelling classical
music covered a wide spectrum, from booby-trapped string quartets and chilled-out piano to full-throttle percussion, electric guitars and high-flying vocals. Read the List The Country
Music Hall of Fame and Museum in Nashville celebrates the genre's greats while tracing the history and traditions of country music from its pre-commercial roots to the present day.
The museum is also home to the 776-seat CMA Theater for live performances. The 28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi opened its doors in 2011, and it currently hosts
more than a dozen exhibits exploring American music history. Mississippi was chosen as the site for this second GRAMMY Museum due to its rich musical heritage. The Museum at
Bethel Woods is dedicated to preserving the stories of Woodstock, the most famous three-day music festival in history. Visit the original site of Woodstock and be transported back in
time via their main exhibit that takes visitors through the 1960s with pictures, music and films. Exhibits at the GRAMMY Museum L.A. Live in Los Angeles tell the story of American
music through permanent exhibits, such as "Culture Shock," which explores how music and culture collide, and "Crossroads," which traces the evolution of music genres over time. Yes,
this is the hall of fame for rock stars. This museum on the shores of Lake Erie in Cleveland opened up shop in 1995. Today, visitors can experience different theaters, seven floors of
exhibits, all kinds of interactive stations and more, while learning about some of the most influential rock musicians in history. If you're looking for headphones that are great for music,
the choices can be overwhelming. Depending on what kind of music you like, some headphones are better suited than others. Those who listen to more instrumental or vocal-centric
content like jazz or folk may like a more neutral or balanced sound with a wide, immersive soundstage. Fans of EDM, hip-hop, and R&B, on the other hand, may like their bass to give
their favorite tracks extra thump and kick. We've tested over 710 pairs of headphones, and below are our recommendations for the best music-oriented headphones based on sound
profile, features, and price range. For more picks, check out our recommendations for the best audiophile headphones, the best studio headphones, and the best-sounding wireless
earbuds. The Sennheiser HD 800 S are the best headphones for music that we've tested. If you're looking for the best of the best, sparing no expense, these premium open-backs are
among the best open-back headphones we've tested, as they can generate an incredibly natural, spacious, and wholly immersive listening experience that makes your music sound like
it's coming from all around you. Their well-balanced sound profile will also please audiophiles. Their very neutral mid and treble response makes vocals and lead instruments sound
clear, present, detailed, and airy, though some may find them to be a little too bright. However, their high price point and added costs (since you'll need an amplifier to get the most out
of them) can put them well out of reach for most people. The best upper mid-range headphones for music we've tested are the HiFiMan Edition XS. Unlike the Sennheiser HD 800 S,
these headphones have planar magnetic drivers instead of dynamic drivers, which are more common. Thanks to this design, they can reproduce bass more accurately than competitors
at this price point and create a better representation of their soundstage. On the other hand, their transducer is more complex, resulting in minor deviations in sound reproduction
between units. They have a bulkier and heavier design than the Sennheiser and feel less premium. Their ski-band headband helps distribute the headphones' weight evenly, meaning
you won't feel fatigued during long listening sessions. They offer a neutral default sound profile that brings a touch of extra warmth and boom to your music. Lead vocals and
instruments are reproduced clearly and accurately, although these elements are weakened a bit by a dip in their high-mid response. Although they feel more plasticky than the Arya and
many other high-end options, they still feel sturdy and have a comfortable enough fit for hours-long listening sessions. However, if your head is on the small side, their large ear cups
and frame might result in a less comfortable fit. On the plus side, their sound delivery is consistent from use to use. These headphones feel comfortable and well-built. While they're
more comfortable than the pricier HiFiMan Edition XS, their passive soundstage isn't as immersive. They can also trap in quite a bit of heat and aren't as breathable as their
predecessor or other models in HiFiMan's lineup, resulting in potential discomfort over long listening sessions. Additionally, they're not very stable and can slip around a lot of you like
to move your head around when listening to music. Fortunately, their low impedance means you won't need a powerful amp to connect them and can get the same sound quality out of
your phone or laptop. The best budget headphones for music that we've tested are the Philips SHP9500. These open-back headphones have an extremely balanced and neutral mid-
range, making them well-suited for genres like classical and folk that rely on the accurate reproduction of vocals and lead instruments. Although they lack more bass than the
Beyerdynamic DT 770 PRO due to their open-back design, they have a touch of extra high-bass to add warmth to your mixes and a great passive soundstage. Although it doesn't feel as
out-of-head or as immersive as the soundstage created by higher-end headphones, it still feels wide, open, and spacious. If you don't want to trade features like noise cancelling and
portability, you might prefer a pair of headphones intended for more casual use. Consider the Sony WH-1000XM4 Wireless, which are the best wireless headphones for music we've
tested. They're Bluetooth headphones, which makes them easier to use when you're out and about, and they have an ANC feature that can block out noise like ambient chit-chat or
rumbling engines. They're comfortable and have a 37-hour battery life, so they'll last through several workdays without needing a charge. Their bass-heavy sound profile is well-suited
for genres like EDM and hip-hop but might disappoint fans of a more neutral sound for music since it can make some mixes sound muddy and vocals less clear. They also struggle to
create an immersive, out-of-head passive soundstage, even when compared to closed-back audiophile options like the Beyerdynamic DT 770 PRO. That said, unlike most dedicated
audiophile headphones, they work with a companion app that has a graphic EQ and presets for sound customization. They have a surround sound feature to help create a more
immersive experience, although you need to use it with a compatible streaming service. Then again, if you like your music with a lot of extra rumble and punch, it's worth checking out
the Skullcandy Crusher Evo Wireless instead. These wireless over-ears have a haptic bass slider that can increase the bass in your audio. Using it can also add intense vibrations to your
music, giving you the feeling of being at a live show. Unfortunately, they're prone to more inconsistencies in bass delivery than the Sony headphones. They also lack ANC and struggle to
block out background noise.
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