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According to three recently unsealed indictments returned by a South Florida federal grand jury and
two informations filed by federal prosecutors, defendants engaged in a scheme to sell fraudulent
nursing degree diplomas and transcripts obtained from accredited Florida-based nursing schools to
individuals seeking licenses and jobs as registered nurses (RNs) and licensed practical/vocational
nurses (LPN/VNs). The bogus diplomas and transcripts qualified purchasers to sit for the national
nursing board exam and, after passing it, to obtain licenses and jobs in various states as RNs and
LPN/VNs. The overall scheme involved the distribution of more than 7,600 fake nursing diplomas
issued by three South Florida-based nursing schools: Siena College in Broward County, Fla., Palm
Beach School of Nursing in Palm Beach County, Fla., and Sacred Heart International Institute in
Broward County. These schools are now closed. The information against Sanon alleges that he and
others sold thousands of fake Siena College nursing diplomas and educational transcripts to nursing
applicants who used them to obtain RN or LPN/VN licenses in various states and nursing jobs with
unwitting health care providers throughout the country. The nursing applicants used the fake
diplomas and transcripts they purchased from the owner and employees of Palm Beach School of
Nursing to obtain RN or LPN/VN licenses in various states and nursing jobs with unwitting health
care providers throughout the country. Napoleon was previously charged by information and has
pled guilty to conspiring to commit health care fraud and wire fraud, as well as wire fraud (case nos.
22-60111-Cr-Smith and 22-60118-Cr-Smith). According to charging documents, Sacred Heart
International Institute was a Broward County School licensed by the Florida Board of Nursing that
offered a nursing program designed to prepare students for employment as practical nurses. The
nursing candidates used the fake diplomas and transcripts they purchased from Sacred Heart to
obtain LPN/VN licenses in various states and nursing jobs with unwitting health care providers
throughout the country. Officially recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education as a national
accreditation agency, the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) is an autonomous
accrediting agency, contributing to the improvement of the public's health. CCNE ensures the
quality and integrity of baccalaureate, graduate, and residency/fellowship programs in nursing.

CCNE serves the public interest by assessing and identifying programs that engage in effective
educational practices. As a voluntary, self-regulatory process, CCNE accreditation supports and
encourages continuing self-assessment by nursing programs and supports continuing growth and
improvement of collegiate professional education and nurse residency/fellowship programs. We
conducted a detailed assessment of nearly 3,000 nursing schools nationwide. We then ranked these
institutions by their academic prestige, program breadth and depth, and student success on nursing
licensure examinations. Read below to find our national, regional, and state nursing school rankings.
Our mission at Nursing Schools Almanac is to provide aspiring nurses a detailed, comprehensive,
and analytical resource for selecting their future nursing school. An integral part of this effort is our
annual rankings of the best nursing schools in the country. At the University of Colorado College of
Nursing, students learn in an environment that is steeped in history and driven by the future. The
birthplace of the nurse practitioner program, CU Nursing boasts a reputation as a leader and
pioneer in nursing education. Like Florence Nightingale in the 1800s, the future is calling us to light
the way in health care. Our goal: Change the narrative on nursing. Erase misperceptions about what
and who we truly are, expand the understanding of the breadth of our growing profession, eliminate
notions that come between us and excellent health care. The School of Nursing at UT Health San
Antonio is at the forefront of academic nursing, leading excellence through our innovative teaching,
quality research, compassionate care and community service in South Texas and beyond. Our
graduate programs offer a range of leadership tracks and areas of emphasis to prepare nurses for
growing demands in health care systems and clinical nursing practice, and the option to pursue a



research-based Ph.D. in Nursing. The Doctor of Nursing Practice (Post-MSN DNP) is a doctoral
degree that prepares students for the highest level of nursing practice. This program is designed for
students who hold a Master's degree in Nursing, and who have nursing specialty preparation at the
graduate level. Applicants to the DNP program will choose from three different tracks: the Advanced
Practice Leadership track, the Public Health track, or the Executive Administrative Management
track. Combine your abilities to problem solve, give personal care, and develop medical knowledge,
to create a holistic approach to caring for an individual when you become a nurse. Learn about our
different nursing programs The state of California is continually ahead of the curve and striving to
provide the best patient-oriented nursing care. When obtaining RN status, California is encouraging
students to look further into the future of nursing and the direction in which their career path may
take them. A BSN gives candidates the advantage to accept job opportunities more readily, as well
as provides a competitive edge when applying for advancements. The market currently shows an
upward trend of an estimated 15% increase in BSN nursing opportunities, salaries, and professional
development over the next 5 years. You could be part of the movement toward innovative patient-
oriented nursing. Selecting the best nursing school in California can be difficult. To make the
process easier first look for a school that supports students towards licensure and beyond. A great
way to measure this is through NCLEX-RN "pass rates." We have ranked the top 20 nursing schools
in California by analyzing current and historical NCLEX-RN "pass rates", meaning the percentage of
graduates who pass the exam, out of the 131 RN programs in the state. Programs reviewed include
schools that offer an Associate in Nursing (ADN/ASN), BSN, or Direct-Entry MSN Degree. One of the
most recent program offerings on the scene is the LVN to RN certificate program. This differs from a
traditional LVN to RN program in that it results in a certificate and affords students the eligibility to
take the California NCLEX-RN exam; it does NOT culminate in a nursing degree (such as an ADN or
BSN degree). The advantage to this program is that it allows LVNs to take the minimum number of
units, which happens to be 30, required by California to be eligible for the NCLEX exam. Schools
such as Rio Hondo College in Whittier are adding these 30-unit LVN to RN certificate programs to
their departmental offerings. The scarcity of nursing program seats comes as California faces a dire
nursing shortage. A 2022 study from UCSF estimated the state would fall short by almost 19,000
full-time nurses by the end of the year, with the shortage continuing until 2029. Over the past three
years, Ventura College has decreased its admissions by half, Melton said. As hospitals closed their
doors to nursing students, she added, it became harder to provide students the clinical experience
required by the California Board of Registered Nursing. At the same time, the college continued to
face the primary challenge of filling faculty positions. Some nursing schools were unable to graduate
students on time during the pandemic, said Sandra Sanchez, the interim vice chancellor of
workforce and economic development for the California Community Colleges, further creating a
backlog that prevented campuses from expanding their programs. At the same time, she added,
many nursing faculty members retired or left the field. Students locked out of public colleges can
also more easily gain admission to for-profit nursing programs, but those come with a large price
tag. While the cheapest community college program Dixon considered cost around $6,000, the
private programs she looked at would have cost around $120,000, she said. For Weismuller, costly
programs and limited nursing school spots raise concerns about equity. She said that all students,
regardless of their financial means, should have the opportunity to train and learn in their own
communities. At the same time, patients should have access to a diversity of healthcare providers
who understand cultural norms and local needs, she added. On January 23, 2023, the Board of
Commissioners for the ACEN appointed Dr. Nell Ard as the Interim Chief Executive Officer. Dr. Ard
has served the ACEN for more than ten years, most recently in the position of Director. She has deep
knowledge of the organization and stakeholders with more than three decades of experience in
nursing education. Are you preparing for a site visit? Do you and your faculty need to dive deeper
into the ACEN Standards and Criteria? The Fall 2023 Self-Study Forum will focus on the new
2023 Standards and Criteria. During this two-day workshop, the ACEN in-house nurse educators
review all five ACEN Standards and assist you in gaining a deeper understanding of each Criterion



within the Standards. The goal is to support nursing faculty and administrators with demonstrating
compliance and provide guidance for writing the Self-Study Report for individual programs in
preparation for the ACEN site visit. The Program Administrator Workshop is designed and developed
specifically for program administrators, faculty, coordinators, and other positions that have
administrative responsibilities for the nursing program and/or nursing education unit. Workshop
topics include roles/responsibilities for program leaders, themes from the ACEN 2023 Standards and
Criteria, integration of ACEN policies, and maintenance of ACEN accreditation.
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